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expedition will be retarded, till our ministers shall awaken
from their present dream of delivering Europe from the
French ambition, and of restoring the ancient greatness
of the house of Austria,    I hope every day, as it adds to
their experience, will diminish that ardour which is gene-
rally the  effect of imperfect views,  which is commonly
raised by partial considerations, and ends in inconsiderate
undertakings.    I hope they will in time think it no advan-
tage to their fellow-subjects to be doomed to fight the bat-
tles of other nations, and to be called out into every field,
where they shall happen to hear that blood is to be shed.
I hope they will be taught, that the only business of Bri-
tain is commerce;   and that while our ships pass unmo-
lested, we may sit at ease, whatever be the designs or
actions of the potentates on the continent; that none but
naval power can endanger our safety, and that it is not
necessary for us to inquire, how foreign territories are
distributed, what family approaches to its extinction, or
where a snccessour will be found to any other crown than
that of Britain.

If these maxims were once generally understood, from
how much perplexity would our councils be set free ?
how many thousands of our fellow-subjects would be pre-
served from slaughter? and how much would onr wealth
be increased, by saving those sums which are yearly squan-
dered in idle expeditions, or in negotiations equally use-
less, and, perhaps, equally expensive ? Had these princi-
ples been received by our forefathers, we might now have
given laws to the world, and, perhaps, our posterity will,
with equal reason, say, How happy, how great and for-
midable they should have been, had not we attempted to_
fix and to hold the balance of power, and neglected the
interest of our country for the preservation of the house
of Austria!

Thus, my lords, I have endeavoured to explain and en-
force my opinion of the measures in which our ministers
have engaged the nation; and hope that I shall not be
accused of being influenced in my determinations by per-
sonal prejudices, nor of having changed my opinions with